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Maynard & Judy and their Heirloom Tomatoes! 


If you wander past the shiny 
new freezer into the produce 
aisle, you’re likely to be dazzled 
by a tantalizing display of Tech- 
nicolor tomatoes. These tasty 
beauties come to us from 
Maynard and Judy’s heirloom 
tomato garden in nearby Van 
Buren Township. 


What is an heirloom tomato? 
Generally, it is an open- 
pollinated variety, passed down 
through generations, and 
selected for good taste first and 
foremost. Among commercial 
varieties, flavor often takes a 
back burner to traits like disease 
-resistance and shelf-life. 


Maynard and Judy had grown 
vegetables for many years when 
Judy noticed that heirlooms 
were becoming very popular. 
Initially their crop was for home 
use, but the tomatoes were so 
delicious they just had to share! 
These days they deliver to the 
Co-op about twice a week, with 


48198 


varieties that include Cherokee 
Purple, Green and Red Zebra, 
German Pink, Yellow Girl, 


Banana, Siberian, and Cold Set 
(“because we live in Michigan”). 


Although a recent kidney 
operation forced Maynard to 
scale back some of his plans, he 
hasn’t let it keep him away from 
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—By Jen Whaley 


the garden. “It’s a part of him,” 
says Judy. In addition to grow- 
ing vegetables, Maynard is an 


active volunteer in their 
church’s community garden, 
which donates its harvest to a 
local food pantry. 


Enjoy their luscious tomatoes! 


Apple Day Field Trip on Saturday September 24, 10am-4pm 


Apple Day is an annual event 
that features all things apple. 
It will take place at the Pitts- 
field Grange. Indoors, you’ll 
find an apple-themed bake 
sale. Apple-rhubarb pie, a 
variety of apple cakes, apple 
baklava, and any number of 
cakes and cookies with apple- 
sauce in them were some of 
the offerings last year. Apple 


tasting is a fun activity: about 
15 types of apples were of- 
fered last year, many of which 
were unusual varieties. Also 
inside were some craft activi- 
ties and food preservation 
displays from Ann Arbor 
Preserving Traditions. 


Outside demonstrations will 
include applesauce and apple 
butter making, and a make- 


your-own-cider station. Experi- 
enced volunteers will help you 
crush and press apples (from 
home or available for purchase 
from local farmers). Bring your 
own cider jugs! 


If you’d like to join the Co-op 
field trip to Apple Day, please 
call YFC at 734-483-1520 and get 
on the list. We will carpool from 
the Co-op. 
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September 
is 
Organic Month 
at 


the Co-op 


“ae 
CERTIFIED” 


SAVE THE DATE! 


“What Is Fair Trade?” 
panel featuring YFC & 
Maggie’s Organics 


Mon, 10/17, 7pm 

at the Michigan Ave 
branch of the Ypsilanti 
District Library 


Organic Farmers Fight Back 


Adapted from an article by Amy Pennington on 
The Cornucopia Institute’s website at 
http://www.cornucopia.or 


In March, the Organic Seed Growers and 
Trade Association (OSGATA) hired 
p a legal team and launched an 
4 attack against GMO behe- 
= moth Monsanto, bolstered 
by the support of a handful of 
other organic farms and compa- 
nies. The case “asks whether Monsanto 
has the right to sue organic farmers for 
patent infringement if Monsanto’s trans- 
genic seed should land on their property.” 


Founded only four years ago, OSGATA is a 
membership-based trade association that 
promotes and protects the organic seed 
industry through education. Many of the 
farms involved with the lawsuit have been 
growing organically for years and use only 
open-pollinated ‘clean’ seed that they 
have specifically developed for their 
particular climate and region. As OSGATA 
sees it, seed is the foundation of organic 
agriculture and its purity is paramount. 
And while the current case takes clear 
legal target at claims of patent infringe- 
ment, many of the farms involved are 
seriously concerned with the growing 
industry of genetically modified seed 

as a whole. 
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As of yet, there is no firm data on the long- 
term health effects of genetically modified 
organisms. Still, there are growing health 
concerns about Monsanto’s pervasive use 
of Round Up Ready genetically modified 
seeds; its trademarked herbicide and a man 
-made poisonous substance that remains in 
soil and washes off into water after it has 
been applied. While the Environmental 
Protection Agency maintains that the toxic- 
ity of glosphate — Round Up’s main ingre- 
dient — is low, other studies have linked 
glosphate to non-Hodgkins lymphoma and 
other cancers. Last winter a concerned 
plant pathologist at Purdue University sent 
a warning letter to Agriculture Secretary 
Vilsack about a new pathogen he found 
associated with Round Up Ready seed. 


And consuming genetically modified food is 
hard to avoid. Jim Gerritsen, President of 
OSGATA, asserts that “75-80% of all food 
products in the grocery store have GMO 
content or derivatives. The reality is 300 
million Americans are taking place in the 
world’s biggest guinea pig experiment.” 


With these dangers in mind, OSGATA is 
setting a powerful new precedent for 
standing up to big agriculture. Rarely have 
so many small organic groups come 


(Continued on page 3) 


Wireless Ypsi Provides In-Store Internet Connectivity 


Wireless Ypsi started in 2008 
as a community project to 
bring free Wi-Fi service to 
downtown Ypsilanti. The 
community-based Internet 
access system has spread 
well beyond its original 
boundaries. It now covers 
points all over Washtenaw & 
Wayne counties and still is 
expanding. In addition, Steve 
Pierce and his co-founder 
Brian Robb are drawing up a 


proposal for the housing 
commission to expand the 
service into low-income 
housing. As of October 2010, 
more than 500 people per 
day are using Wireless Ypsi. 


The Google-funded start up 
uses off-white transmitters 
that look like a child's walkie 
talkie to connect Internet 
hot spots at local businesses 
(like YFC), institutions and 


homes. The transmitters use 


the extra bandwidth from these 


hot spots to create a mesh-like 
net of Wi-Fi coverage. 


The Co-op’s node provides 
connectivity to customers while 
they have a hot cup of coffee or 
enjoy our delectable Deli de- 
lights. Look for the Wireless 
Ypsi network when you log on 
here at Ypsi Food Co-op. 


~~ R R 
o e 9? 


312 N River Street, Ypsilanti MI 48198 734-483-1520 


Fight Back, continued 


together to work cooperatively: Heavy hitters Monsanto is pushing back, but positive 
within the organic industry such as The news continues to roll in. In July 2011 the 
Center for Food Safety and the Demeter Minnesota Court of Appeals allowed for it to 
Association have joined regional associations count as “trespass” when pesticide drifts 
such as the Organic Seed Alliance and Seeds from one farm to another. In the future, 

of Change. “The organic and non-GE farming there may be an argument that the same 
community cannot continue to shoulder costs ruling may apply to GE seed drift. This bodes 
associated with contamination, including well for OSGATA’s argument and in any fu- 
testing for contamination, reimbursement for ture case hoping to seek legal rulings in sup- 
eradicating unwanted GE material from seed port of organic farming practices. Still, while 
stock, lost organic premiums, and other small gains in state courts may help, it 
costs,” says Kristina Hubbard, Director of seems likely the battle has only just begun. 
Advocacy & Communications at the Organic 


Seed Alliance based out of Port Townsend. Growing Hope Center 
922 W Michigan Ave 
Ypsilanti, MI 


Sustainability Film 
Series continues with: 
Rivers and Tides: Andy 
Goldsworthy Working 
with Time 


Sept 1, 7:30 PM 


9/9—9/27 Pianos Around Town offers an opportunity for 
anyone to be a street performer. YFC will have a piano in 
front of the store—come play for us! 


9/24 Apple Day at Pittsfield Grange, 10:00am 

Join the Co-op on a field trip! Press your own cider, taste a 
dozen varieties of apples, watch demonstrations, and shop 
the apple bake sale! Bring your own jugs for cider (cider 
apples available for sale). Call the Co-op for car-pooling 
details: 734-483-1520. 


9/1 Film: Rivers & Tides, 7:30pm 

Immediately following the 69m Community Potluck at the 
Growing Hope Center—922 W Michigan Avenue, Ypsi. Part 
of the Sustainability Film Series, “Rivers and Tides” highlights 
the ephemeral, deeply spiritual, nature-based art of Andy 
Goldsworthy. Co-sponsored by the Co-op, Transition Ypsi 9/24 Moving Planet Day 

and Growing Hope. Many community-wide events geared towards moving us 


9/8 YFC Orientation: “Get to Know Your Co-op!” 6pm beyond our dependence on fossil fuels. Check out 
Quick slide show & tour of the Co-op for new members and www.aa350.ore/ for links to local events. 


shoppers. One-time 12% discount for all who attend. 9/25 Orphan Car Show in Riverside Park! 


Co-op Energy Efficiency Grows 


Don’t miss the new exhibit as possible and as beautiful. 
board posted in the Food 
Co-op about our expansion 
(Phase I). The board details 
many of the energy-saving 
innovations YFC is installing 
in the process. From LED 
lighting, to in-line hot water 
in the bathrooms, to Low 
VOC paints, and a new 
higher efficiency furnace, 
we are trying to make the 
finished product as “green” 


We are also making sure to 
re-use materials wherever 
possible. For instance, the 
old dairy cooler was not 
discarded, it was taken 
apart and expanded, with all 
parts made in Michigan. 

The current schoolhouse 
lights are being re-used 
elsewhere in the store. See 
the board for more info! New dairy cooler, plus energy efficient furnace above! 


YPSILANTI FOOD CO-OP, 
The Co-op — Great food and friendly service since 1975. 


GENERAL MANAGER bene ; } 
Corinne Sikorski Update on the Co-op Expansion wired in and should be working by Sept 1. This 
Corinne @ypsifoodcoop.org , i Sve freezer is only the second entirely new piece of 
Does it SERM U everything dita equipment the Co-op has ever purchased—it re- 

EDITOR each time you visit the Co-op? It is! places a used, 3-door freezer that died over the 
Lisa Marshall Bashert Phase | of our expansion is moving for- winter, but which served us many long years. 
lisa sifoodcoop.or i a 

oe vo se mi dairy cooler a Sa Also soon to come are re-organizing the special 
SPECIAL THANKS TO: panded to ten doors, and the contents order shelf so that it is no longer in the main store 


revamped, with soy products all concen- 
trated behind the first door and our beer 
selection doubled! 


area, coming up with a new bottle return system, 
and beginning work on the River Street Bakery 
renovations. Also, look for the checkout counter 
We will be adding new overhead lighting to be rebuilt this fall to allow for better traffic flow. 
PRINTER soon and the new placement of the 
Standard Printing, Ypsilanti, MI | produce cooler allows us to take good 


Printed on 100% recycled paper | advantage of day lighting from our rear 
from the French Paper Company windows. Nice! 


of Niles, MI 


Jen Whaley, and all our 
contributors, staff, volunteers 
and members 


As our space increases, we hope you will offer new 
product ideas in the Suggestion Book near the 
checkout counter. Thanks for your patience! 


Check out the new freezer, 


with its much enhanced space 5 
and “LED Ecoshine” lighting. E 5 
It is in the process of being g E: 
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Town 


Last September, a new fall tradition was day for anyone to sit and play. Lots of fun for 
born in Depot Town: Pianos Around Town. young and old, amateur or professional! 

This is a fun and free 
community building project 
of local pianist and teacher, 
Korin Hancherlian-Amos and 
her husband, Nelson. The 
Nelson Amos Studio along 
with Steinway Piano Gallery 
of Detroit and the Depot 
Town Association will bring 
pianos to the sidewalks of 
Ypsilanti from Sept 9-27. 


This is a scaled-down version 
of a popular venture taking 
place in other major cities 
around the world. 


Highlights of last year’s per- 
formances can be found 
online at: 
http://www.youtube.com 


pianosroundtown 


As the month continues, new 
performances will be posted 
on YouTube. 


Pianos can be found in eight 
locations this year, five in 
Depot Town (including the 
Food Co-op), two in Down- 
We also accept town Ypsilanti, and one on 


donations of paper W. Cross Street at the Tower Ta ances 

ba S, lastic ba S, . š atthew Cabrera an imitri 

a see tire cin Inn Cafe. Pianos will be on Meder rockin’ at the Food Co-op 
the sidewalk throughout the —photo by Claire Cabrera 


containers. 


